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A STUDY OF CHOLA-ERA DOCUMENT REGISTRATION SYSTEMS
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Abstract

Various types of documents were in use in medieval Tamil Nadu. Transactions,
sales, and agreements between private individuals, decisions, resolutions, and
concessions made by assemblies (*Sabha*) and village bodies (*Ur*); as well as state-
granted privileges, perpetual charitable endowments, and established regulations were all
recorded as documents. These records were inscribed on palm leaves, stone, or copper
plates. Legal treatises like the *Dharmashastras™ laid down guidelines for the drafting of
such documents. Jurists such as Vyasa and Prajapati classified these documents into
categories such as *Upagata-patra™® (receipts/acknowledgments), *Kraya-patra* (sale
deeds), *Adhi-patra* (mortgage deeds), *Sandhi-patra* (agreements), *Sthiti-patra*
(records of established practice), *Vibhaga-patra* (partition deeds), and *Dana-patra*
(deeds of gift/transfer). The Chola period offers numerous examples of document types
and the methods used to draft them. While stone inscriptions are documents in their own
right, they also provide evidence of a wide range of other document categories and

recording practices.
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